KOREANKOREA - STEP-BY-STEP KOREAN COURSE - ADVANCED

Idioms and proverbs

Level: TOPIK Il (levels 5-6) - CEFR C1-C2 - King Sejong standard curriculum levels 5—6 - Time: A year or more at 1-2 hours a
day, most of it reading and listening to real Korean

A card sheet of twelve common idioms and proverbs with literal and real meanings, example sentences and a

short quiz.

I Twelve expressions Koreans use every day

Learn each expression as one unit. Cover the right-hand columns and test yourself, then say the example

sentences aloud.
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Literally

eating cold porridge

one's feet are wide

one's eyes are high

one's hands are big

one's mouth is heavy

one's ears are thin

to eat seaweed soup

a rice cake in a picture

gather dust and it becomes a

mountain

even a sheet of paper is easier if
two lift it

kind words out, kind words back

birds hear daytime words, mice hear

night-time words

Meaning

something very easy

to know a lot of people

to have high standards, to be
picky

to be generous, to make or give
a lot

to keep secrets well

to be easily swayed by others

to fail an exam

something you want but cannot
have

small amounts add up

working together makes any task
easier

speak kindly and others will
speak kindly to you

walls have ears; be careful what
you say
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Romanization
i jeongdo munjeneun nahante sigeun juk

meokgiya.

uri eomeonineun soni keoseo eumsigeul
hangsang mani haseyo.

geu chaneun neomu bissaseo
nahanteneun geurimui tteogida.

maeil jogeumssik jeochukamyeon tikkeul
moa taesani doenda.

Meaning
A problem like this is a piece of

cake for me.

My mother is generous, so she
always cooks a lot of food.

That car is so expensive that it is
out of my reach.

If you save a little every day, it
adds up to a lot.

Idioms suit conversation and informal writing. In a formal essay, plain and precise language is usually the

safer choice.

Which expression fits?

1. SAHO| O|tH AI&OJ|A (). (My sibling failed the exam.)
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