KOREANKOREA - STEP-BY-STEP KOREAN COURSE - BEGINNER

Numbers, time and counters

Level: TOPIK | (levels 1-2) - CEFR A1-A2 - King Sejong standard curriculum levels 1-2 - Time: About 3—4 months at 30-45
minutes a day

Both Korean number systems, the counters you need every day, telling the time, dates and prices, with
exercises and answers.

I Two number systems

Sino-Korean numbers come from Chinese characters. Native Korean numbers are the original Korean words.
You need both, and each is used for different things.

Number Sino-Korean Native Native before a counter
1 e St ot
il hana han
2 of = =
i dul du
3 & Ml M|
sam set se
4 At El £l
sa net ne
5 Q CHA CHA
o] daseot daseot
6 = oA oA
yuk yeoseot yeoseot
7 A °z Uz
chil ilgop ilgop
8 o e e
pal yeodeol yeodeol
9 7 otz otz
gu ahop ahop
10 Y o o
sip yeol yeol
20 ol A2 Ag
isip seumul seumu
30 = ME ME
samsip seoreun seoreun
40 AR otz ok2

sasip maheun maheun



Number Sino-Korean Native Native before a counter

50 Y # 2l
osip swin swin

60 sS4 o o
yuksip yesun yesun

70 Ay Y Yy
chilsip ilheun ilheun

80 Ty ol ol
palsip yeodeun yeodeun

90 24 of= op=
gusip aheun aheun

100 HH (Sino-Korean only) (Sino-Korean only)
baek

I Building numbers

Ol &4}, 99 = 7.
 Native numbers build the same way: 11 = E5}L}, 15 = SCIA, 23 = A2 A, Before a counter: @t 7H, A
=M &
« Do not say & in front of 10, 100, 1,000 or 10,000: & (10), 2 (100), M (1,000), £t (10,000).
« Big numbers group by 10,000 (2}), not by 1,000: 50,000 = 22, 120,000 = 4/0|2t 1,000,000 = 2H3F,
« Zero in phone numbers is 3: 010 = ¥ 3.

« Sino-Korean numbers build like a calculator: 11 = &1, 15 = 4@, 23 =

Number Korean Romanization
1,000 M cheon
5,000 H ocheon
10,000 at man
15,000 oF X man ocheon
50,000 Qot oman
100,000 Alop sipman

I Counters

Korean counts with a counter word after the number, like "two cups of" in English. The order is: noun + number
+ counter. Z{I| & %t = two cups of coffee.

Counter Numbers used What it counts Example

74 native things in general AR M| 7K

gae sagwa se gae



Counter

Xt
o
jang
at2|

mari

Numbers used

native

native

native

native

native

native

native

native

native

Sino-Korean

Sino-Korean

Sino-Korean

Sino-Korean

Sino-Korean

What it counts

people

people (respectful)

cups, glasses

bottles

books

flat things: tickets, paper

animals

age

hour (o'clock)

minutes

won (money)

floors

number (bus, exit, line)

food portions

Example

=
_I_I:'C>:1

du myeong

R 20lMR?
myeot buniseyo?
7{m| 3t &
keopi han jan
=R

mul du byeong
A 3t
chaek han gwon
BUlE

pyo ne jang
ueko| ok ot2|
goyangi han mari
A
seumu sal

Ml Al

se Si
Ho g
sibo bun
N

ocheon won

rio

A X

o o

sam cheung

of H &7

i beon chulgu
Mgy ol ol

samgyeopsal i inbun

£ has two meanings: with native numbers it counts people politely (Ml £), with Sino-Korean numbers it

counts minutes (& £). ¥ with native numbers means "times": & t = twice.



I Telling the time

Hours use native numbers with A|. Minutes use Sino-Korean numbers with &. 2f means half past. Put 2™
(a.m.) or 2F (p.m.) in front when you need to.

Time Korean Romanization

1:00 S A| han si

2:30 S A A E = A HE du si samsip bun / du si ban
4:15 H Al A &2 ne si sibo bun

7:45 UT A AN B ilgop si sasibo bun

11:50 gt Al QA B yeolhan si osip bun

12:00 noon SHEE A nat yeoldu si

3:00 p.m. 5 M| A ohu se si

9:00 a.m. 2™ Ol A| ojeon ahop si

I Dates and days

Months and days use Sino-Korean numbers with & (month) and & (day). Two months change their spelling:
June is & and October is A|&. The year comes first: 2026'd 10& 3.

Month Korean Month Korean
January | July %l
irwol chirwol
February o|gl August ol
iwol parwol
March Abgd September -
samwol guwol
April AR October INE=]
sawol siwol
May Q2 November Alelel
owol sibirwol
June <2 December Alojgl
yuwol sibiwol
Day Korean Romanization
Monday 2o woryoil
Tuesday 3 hwayoil

Wednesday oAl suyoil



Day Korean Romanization

Thursday =204 mogyoil

Friday =22¢ geumyoil

Saturday EeY toyoll

Sunday el iryoil

Korean Romanization Meaning

Qﬁol ';"'e _?éj D1§0|01|.9.? oneuri myeot wol myeochirieyo? What is the date today?
AI'?éJ I*ﬂl-OEIOIOIIIR- siwol samirieyo. It is October 3.

LoH?EIOI ?_.|in01|97 saengiri eonjeyeyo? When is your birthday?

a2 Hu aZ Ao oL L. geumyoil jeonyeok ilgop sie mannayo. Let's meet on Friday at 7 p.m.

I Prices and phone numbers

Korean Romanization Meaning

0| <ojoi|2? igeo eolmayeyo? How much is this?

ot 210/0|2. palcheonobaek wonieyo. It is 8,500 won.

AtOE 210|0]| 2. samman wonieyo. It is 30,000 won.

.Ij§|‘uni§7|' 5':" H.i0|°'||ﬂ7 jeonhwabeonhoga myeot beonieyo? What is your phone
number?

_g_oal_g_, °E|0|JI\=!'A|-, S FAIT0|off gon_g-il-gong, il-i-sam-sa, o-yuk-chil- Itis 010-1234-5678.

Q. parieyo.

Phone numbers are read digit by digit in Sino-Korean. The dash is read as a short pause, and many people
also say 0 in its place.



Say it in Korean

1. 15 (Sino-Korean)

2. 27 years old

3. 3:00

4.8:40

5. 12,000 won

6. 45,000 won

7. June 6

8. October 9

9. two cups of coffee

10. four people

11. one bottle of water

12. the 5th floor

13. exit 3

14. Saturday

Fix the mistake

15. L Al 4 2 (1:30)

16. = Al M E &2 (2:30)

17. O| &) & (20 years old)

18. At} &F 7H (three apples)



19. 2+ 2l (10,000 won)

20. & (June)



I Answer key

1.

10.

He

sibo

=ol: At
A=Ys A

=

seumurilgop sal

M A
se si
OIS Al ARY 2

yeodeol si sasip bun

2Hold #

man icheon won

CAZERAN 2

saman ocheon won

o2 ©0l

LTTE &S a

yuwol yugil

R

siwol guil

Ao =

keopi du jan
4| =

ne myeong

11.

12.

13.

14,

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

e |

=g

mul han byeong
E

o cheung
&7
sam beon chulgu
EQY

toyoll

oh Al A4 &
han si samsip bun
S Al YR
du si samsip bun
AR A
seumu sal

Abzt M| 7K
sagwa se gae
ot 2l

man won

[oX=)
'IT-éJ

yuwol
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